
Thank you for all your patience over the last few days, as our ICT staff have worked tirelessly to restore the 
network, after a cyber-attack damaged a number of the servers. We apologise if you have been left waiting for 
responses to e-mails, and hope to have e-mail up and running by the time you read this. A cyber-attack is the 
latest challenge which 2020 has thrown at us but, as ever, our staff have taken it in their stride magnificently 
and have kept lessons running as normal. 

We are delighted to present the developments in the Rowing Club, on which Mr Griffiths, and his team of 
coaches and boys, have worked so hard over the summer and this term. The Derek Barton room is a great 
facility for the club and we look forward to inviting Derek, a long-serving former Boatman of the rowing club, 
and his family to an event to open the room when conditions allow.
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YEAR 7 GEOGRAPHERS WALK THE WYE
Year 7 Geography students from Monmouth School for 
Boys, braved the rain and wind recently as they walked 
along the picturesque River Wye.

The boys thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to get out 
of the classsroom and appreciate the amazing countryside 
which surrounds our school, including the iconic Biblins 
Bridge.

Many thanks must got to the staff who accompanied this 
trip.



Monmouth School Rowing Club have had an eventful year, though sadly a lot 
of it didn't take place on the water! Unfortunately Covid-19 wiped out a lot 
of the competitive summer but, as this newsletter has reported, many online 
regattas and training events took place and showed the resilience of both 
the boys and the staff.

However the global pandemic wasn't the only issue which the club has faced 
this year as you may recall, if you can cast your mind back to February, things 
became a little damp and the boathouse itself was flooded to a depth of 
over 3 ft. But, after a great deal of effort from staff and boys, with welcome 
support from the school, the boat club has now been reconfigured in order 
to create a brand new, larger ergo room and smaller workshop alongside. 
 
Given the huge support, and the standing ovation that there was for Derek 
Barton, former boatman of the school, at the 150th Anniversay Dinner last 
year, the club has decided to name the new room after him, and it is hoped 
that there will be the possibility for a formal opening of  The Derek Barton 
Room some time in 2021. 
 
Mr John Griffiths, Head of Rowing, said, "The room is already being put to 
good use and thankfully the school is able to row in crew boats at the mo-
ment (unlike most clubs in Wales). We have been able to boat two VIIIs from 
the Sixth Form as well as another two VIIIs from Year 11. So, we have the 
numbers [of rowers] and I firmly believe we have the talent too. So if, and 
when, we are allowed to race this year, I am very optimistic about the pos-
sible outcomes."

Well done to all the boys and staff who helped make the boat club even bet-
ter than before, and good luck with the season!

ROWING CLUB BOUNCE BACK FROM FLOODING WITH BRAND NEW ERGO ROOM

The floods arrive...

... and then leave.

The way in... (the weeds have now 
been cleared!)

Part-way through the refurbishments

The new workshopThe First VIII lend a hand with the blade racks

The Derek Barton Room - 'Room with a view'!



THIS WEEK'S 'MUSIC MOMENT' - SIXTH FORM JAZZ

It was good to see group music restarting at Monmouth School for Boys this week. 
Pictured are the Sixth Form jazz group, performing Curtain Call.

As soon as our I.T system allows, the clip of this performance will be available on our website - keep an eye 
out for it on the front page, in the 'Latest News' section.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST NEWS STORIES FROM MONMOUTH SCHOOL FOR BOYS

As another timely reminder of both the longevity and success of the Monmouth School Rowing Club, there are two 
other important items which have pride of place in the club's redesigned headquarters. Firstly there's the honours 
board (below), which gives the details of all of the national and international success achieved by students down the 
years and secondly there's a photograph, which was unearthed during the building work, which shows the boathouse  
in the 1960s (bottom, right). An excellent reminder of the legacy which our current staff and students continue to 
build upon. 

https://www.habsmonmouth.org/boys/news-events/latest-news/
https://www.habsmonmouth.org/boys/news-events/latest-news/

